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THE HOLY FATHER’S ROSARY INITIATIVE  

Pope Frances has selected Shrines from across the world to participate in his special initiative to pray the 
Rosary during the month of May, for the end of the pandemic.  He will initiate this on May 1st and end it on 
May 31st. The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham has been selected to participate on May 1st at 5.00pm 
and will promote this initiative during the entire month of May. This will be live streamed from Walsingham 
to the Vatican television Centre so that Pope Francis can see it live.  Our particular Intention is for those 
who have died from the pandemic across the world. EWTN will oversee this broadcast. 

 WALSINGHAM DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE 

The Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham is on May 3rd. Everything will be live streamed.  
There will be no public procession but the Bishop will be celebrating Mass at 12 noon with an intention for 
the diocese and at around 2.30pm there will be Rosary and Benediction. 
  
It is important to stress that anyone wishing to join the Pilgrimage at Walsingham itself will need to book in 
using the link on the poster.  I think it would be wise for them to bring their own food and drink! Masks 
must be worn and social distancing restrictions must be adhered to. 
 

 

 

Sat 1 May 5.00 pm OLSS Mass  Laura Onwuka dec’d 

 

Sun 2 May 

5th Sunday  

of Easter 

09:00 am 

10:30 am 

Saint Nicholas Mass  

OLSS Mass  

Brian Colby 

People of the Parish 

 

Mon 3 May  Diocesan Pilgrimage - see below  

Tues 4 May 11:45 am 

12:15 noon 

Rosary 

OLSS Mass  

 

Survivors of Abuse 

Wed 5 May 9:15 am  OLSS Mass  Priest’s Intention 

Thu 6 May 

 

9.15 am 

 

SN Mass  Peter Ellis dec’d 

 Fri 7 May 11:45 am 

 

12:15 pm 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & 

Chaplet of The Divine Mercy 

OLSS Mass  

Grace Ugwoke Thanksgiving 

 

 Sat 8 May 5.00 pm OLSS Mass  

 

Pat & Tony Walmsley 50 years 

mailto:paulchanh@yahoo.com
http://www.ourladylowestoft.com/
http://www.catholiceastanglia.org/


CHILDREN’S LITURGY  

The usual papers are attached. 

 

YOUNG PERSON’S LITURGY  

The ‘Icthus’ publication is attached. 

 

COMMENTRY SIDE OF BULLETIN & VARIOUS EXTRAS 

The usual documents relating to this Sunday are attached. 

 
 
DAY OF PRAYER FOR SURVIVORS OF ABUSE – TUESDAY 4TH MAY 
 
The Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors (PCPM) has highlighted the importance of prayer 
and suggested to Pope Francis that the worldwide Catholic Church should join together in a day of prayer. 
The Holy Father has welcomed this initiative. The Bishops have chosen Tuesday of the 5th Week of Easter 
as the Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse — 4 May 2021.  
 
The following two intercessions are offered to parishes. One or both may be included in the Intercessions 
at Mass celebrated on the Day of Prayer (4 May) and the surrounding days. 
  

• For all survivors of sexual abuse; 
may they come to know, once again, the compassionate love of God and find healing and 
hope in the risen Lord. 

• For all who work in safeguarding; 
may they place the voice of the survivor at the heart of their service and through their 
care for others help to build up the Body of Christ.  

 

 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME:  

Quentin Rudd, Thomas Edward Skelly, Antonio Casteleiro, Geoffrey Gibbons, Peter Ellis, Eric Haynes, 
Christine Veronica McCormick, Ellen Fox, Norman Jolly, Hilda Homerstone, Tracey Osborne, Philomena 
Garvey, George Webb, Alice Butterworth, James, Beckett, Jack Thain, Lily Lockwood, Joseph O’Connor. 
 
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE MASS -ST JOHN’S CATHEDRAL 
This year’s Marriage and Family Life Mass will be both live and livestreamed at the Cathedral on Saturday 
June 12th at 11am. Certificates will be available for those celebrating significant wedding anniversaries in 
2020 and 2021 (anniversaries of one year, five years and every multiple of five years thereafter). Please 
register to attend the event and/or for a certificate online at: 
  
https://www.rcdea.org.uk/marriage-mass-registration/ 
  
There will be a collection at the Mass for those who wish to help the Marriage and Family Life Commission 
in their work. 
 
 
 

https://www.rcdea.org.uk/marriage-mass-registration/


Bank Holiday Monday  May 3rd

12 noon Mass
Celebrated by Bishop Alan

2:30pm Rosary and Benediction

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 2021
Celebrating the Year of St. Joseph and the Family

For Booking (required to attend in person) or to watch the live stream
see www.walsingham.org.uk



  

Sunday 2nd  May: Fifth Sunday of Easter                                                                               

Gospel: John 15:1-8 

 

“I am the real vine, and my Father is the gardener. He breaks off every branch in me that 

does not bear fruit, and he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will be 

clean and bear more fruit. You have been made clean already by the teaching I have 

given you. Remain united to me, and I will remain united to you. A branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself; it can do so only if it remains in the vine. In the same way you cannot bear 

fruit unless you remain in me. 

“I am the vine, and you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will 

bear much fruit; for you can do nothing without me. Those who do not remain in me are 

thrown out like a branch and dry up; such branches are gathered up and thrown into the 

fire, where they are burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, then you 

will ask for anything you wish, and you shall have it. My Father's glory is shown by your 

bearing much fruit; and in this way you become my disciples.  

Gospel reflection: What do you remember from the reading you heard today? Jesus is 

teaching his disciples. He calls himself the “true vine”. Grapes grow on vines. Jesus 

called us his branches because he supports us, like a tree trunk supports its branches. 

And he wants us to bear fruit for him.  

What Jesus means is that he wants us to stay close to him and follow his 

teachings. This means being the best we can be, loving each other, and loving the 

beautiful world he has given us. But this world is changing. Because we humans have 

treated the planet badly, our climate is heating up. And the hotter it gets, the more we 

see big weather disasters like storms or droughts – when there is no rain and everything 

dries up like the vine we heard about in today’s gospel. 

We all have a part to play to protect our world, so that it stays a beautiful place for us all 

to live in safely.  

 

 

 



 

Prayers: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

We know that Jesus is the true vine always supporting us, his branches. Let us keep this 

in mind as we pray together: 

We pray for the Church throughout the world: that it may follow Christ’s example and 

show love and welcome to all people. Lord, in your mercy…Hear our prayer 

We pray for all those who have been badly affected by the changing climate; may we 

always show care for our planet and not damage it any more. Lord, in your mercy…Hear 

our prayer 

We pray for our parish, family and friends: Bless all who are sick and those who care for 

them, especially anyone known to us. Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer 

Closing prayer: Generous God, support us in all we do as a vine supports its branches, 

and help us to support and share with others around the world, especially those who are 

affected by the changing climate. Amen.  

 

 

 



 

Activities: Enjoy the colouring and worksheets. 

May is the month of Mary .Here is a poster to help you say the Rosary 

 

                   



                        

 

                               

 



Fifth Sunday of Easter
Gospel: John 15:1-8

Find more resources at cafod.org.uk/families
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 Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Gospel: John 15:1-8

Find out more about children around the world at cafod.org.uk/picturemyworld
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My name is
Jesus tells the people that he 
is like a vine. Father, God in 
heaven, is like the gardener 
who looks after the vine, and 
we are like the branches that 
the grapes grow on.

Sunday 2 May 2021
John 15:1-8
5th Sunday of Easter

Dear Jesus, thank you for 
giving me everything I need to 
grow. Please help me to grow 
in your love and bear good fruit. 
Amen.
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GROWING  
GOOD 
FRUIT!  
Can you fit the fruit 
into the grid?

Bearing  
good fruit

The good things we do  
are "good fruit". How will you 
share God’s love and grow 
good fruit this week? Add 
some of your own ideas.

Can you put these vines 
in size order, starting 
with the smallest?

Here is a vine, a tree 
and a bush. Which fruit 
grows on which plant? 

Which fruit? 

Draw a line to match each 
fruit to the right plant.

Colour in the grape when 
you complete the mission.
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say 
thank 
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share

tidy  
up

pray

smile
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Growing  
vine

a

banana
 grape

apple

   lemon
 orange

_  _  _  _  __  _  _  _  _



SUNDAY 2 MAY 2021

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

Year B

DO YOU KNOW?

Monday 3 May is the 
feast of Ss Philip and 
James, Apostles. Both 
men were friends of Jesus, 
each chosen to be one 
of his twelve apostles. 
On Tuesday 4 May we 
celebrate the feast of 
The English Martyrs, forty 
men and women who gave 
their lives for their faith. 
We ask Jesus to help us 
to be a good friend to 
him, like all these saints.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty.
Alleluia!

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
for he has worked wonders;
in the sight of the nations 
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in Holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal…

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
Love is about what we 
do, not just what we 
say or feel.

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
Saul really has 
changed and become 
a Christian.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 21
You, Lord, are my praise in the great assembly.
Or Alleluia!

             FIRST READING  ACTS 9:26-31

Saul was a real enemy 
of the first Christians, 
tracking them down, 
putting them in jail and 
even killing them. It’s not 
surprising then that the 
disciples are afraid of 
Saul when he arrives in 
Jerusalem to join them. 
They just didn’t trust he 

really had changed and 
become a Christian. 
Barnabas tells them the 
story of Saul’s conversion 
and how he has been 
bravely preaching about 
Jesus in Damascus. 
Now Saul shows by his 
actions that he really is a 
believer.

             SECOND READING   1 JOHN 3:18-24

If we love God then we 
will love each other. This 
sounds very nice, but is 
not always easy. Love 
means putting someone 
else before ourselves and 
doing something to help 
and care for them. We 
can’t just talk about love; 

we have to put our words 
into action. We don’t 
need to worry though, 
because Jesus will help 
us to live as he asks. 
Everyone will know that 
we love God when they 
see us caring for each 
other.

Vines grow grapes and 
they were very important 
in Jesus’ time. It takes a 
long time and hard work 
to grow good fruit. Our 
good deeds are like fruit. 
If we stay with Jesus we 
will have lots of help as 
we grow.

THINK

How many good things have you already done today?

We say these words 
or sing a hymn as the 
priest approaches  
the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 
Listen now to the 
priest as he offers  
this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 
sings or says the psalm.
Listen to the verses, 
and then respond by 
using these words.  

We give a shout of 
praise to God, using 
these words taken 
from the Bible.



             GOSPEL  JOHN 15:1-8

Jesus is the true vine and 
God the Father is like the 
farmer looking after the 
vine. Jesus says we are 
like the branches of the 
vine. To produce fruit a 
branch must stay part of 
the vine plant. If we want 
to produce good fruit, 
then we must stay with 

Jesus. We need Jesus 
and each other to help us 
to do good things in the 
world. Together we will be 
able to do great things! 
If we are rooted in God’s 
love we will grow strong. 
We will be able to follow 
Jesus, spreading love to 
the people we meet. 

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St John.

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I am thinking about anyone who feels as though 
they have no roots and do not belong. Help them to find 
friendship and to feel strong in your love. Lord, hear my prayer. 
 

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,  
think about a time this week when you didn’t do something 
you should have done, and then remember how often you 
did do something helpful and useful.   
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Today’s special prayer thanks God for fulfilling all God’s 
promises to us. 
What can you give special thanks for today? 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that  
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, 
alleluia.                            

  MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for showing me how real your love for me 
is. Help me to put my love for others into action too. Amen.

STAND to LISTEN 
to the priest or 
deacon as he prepares 
to read the Gospel.

Before he reads the 
Gospel, what does 
the priest do to his 
forehead, his lips and 
his heart? Can you 
copy him?

“Our love is not to be 
just words and talk, 
but something real 
and active.” 

Help me, Jesus, to share 
your love this week. 
Give me energy and 
determination when I 
feel as though I can’t be 
bothered. Amen.

PRAY

Draw a vine plant and 
add grapes every time 
you do a good deed – 
see how full it gets!

DO

We take Jesus with us to carry on
the work that he did on earth, 

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.

Listen to the  
reader as he or she 
encourages us to  
pray for situations 
and people in need. 
Here is a prayer you 
could say privately.

Watch as the gifts are 
made ready and the 
priest washes his hands 
and prepares for the 
Eucharistic Prayer.

You are invited to sing 
a Communion song or 
say this verse, which 
has been especially 
chosen for today’s 
celebration.

We listen to the 
prayer of praise and 
thanks to God.

is the Greek word for 
“fish” and was used 
in the catacombs 
as a sign for early 
Christians. It is made 
up from the first 
letter of five Greek 
titles for the Lord: 
 I  (Jesus) 
C (Christos) 
Q (Theou/God’s) 
U (Uios/Son) 
S (Soter/Saviour)

redemp orist
p u b l i c a t i o n s

Ichthus. Edited by Rachel Thompson. 
Published by Redemptorist Publications 
Wolf’s Lane, Chawton, Hampshire GU34 3HQ. 
Copyright © Redemptorist Publications. 
A registered charity limited by guarantee. 
Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.
co.uk. Excerpts from the English translation of 
The Roman Missal © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  
Concordat cum originali Ann Blackett. 
Imprimatur + Peter Doyle, Bishop 
of Northampton 13 July 2018. 
Permission granted for distribution 
in the dioceses of Scotland.

FSC
logo



 w
w

w.
rp

bo
ok

s.
co

.u
k 

  
rp

@
rp

bo
ok

s.
co

.u
k 

  
 

@
re

de
m

pt
or

is
t

Next Sunday’s Readings:
Exodus 32:7-11. 13-14

1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-32

3. And my soul shall live for him, my children
serve him.

 They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet
to come,

 declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
 “These things the Lord has done.” R.

SECOND READING 1 John 3:18-24

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty.
Alleluia!  

GOSPEL John 15:1-8

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
I am the true vine and you are the branches, 

says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears 

fruit in plenty, alleluia.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
for he has worked wonders;
in the sight of the nations 
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

FIRST READING Acts 9:26-31 

PSALM Psalm 21

RESPONSE You, Lord, are my praise in the great
assembly.

Or Alleluia!

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
 The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
 They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
 May their hearts live for ever and ever! R.

2. All the earth shall remember and return to
the Lord,

 all families of the nations worship before him.
 They shall worship him, all the mighty of the

earth;
 before him shall bow all who go down to the

dust. R.
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 Mass text

Next Sunday’s Readings:
Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48

1 John 4:7-10
John 15:9-17

The Sunday Bulletin. Written by Joanna Moorhead. Edited by Peter Edwards © Redemptorist Publications. A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. 
Registered in England 03261721. Mass Text: excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. Psalms from the Grail  Psalter reprinted by permission of HarperCollins Publishers Ltd © 1963. All rights reserved. Concordat 
cum originali Ann Blackett. Imprimatur + Peter Doyle, Bishop of Northampton 13 July 2018.  Permission granted for distribution in the dioceses of Scotland. 

Joanna Moorhead  
visits Samlesbur y Hal l 
in Lancashire.

2 MAY 2021

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

YEAR B

DIVINE OFFICE WEEK I

A HOUSE FULL OF STORIES
It’s a stunning house brimming with character and informal 
friendliness; but what sets Samlesbury Hall near Preston apart, 
and stays in the memory long after your visit is over, are the 
stories contained in its walls.

My favourite is of a seventeenth-century Romeo and Juliet with, 
inevitably, a tragic end – and a fascinating twist. The hall was the 
ancestral home of a recusant Catholic clan called the Southworths, 
and, according to the tale, one of the daughters of the house, Lady 
Dorothy, fell in love with the son of another of the local landed 
families, Richard de Houghton. So far, so delightful; but there was 
a problem, because the de Houghtons were as fiercely Anglican 
as the Southworths were Catholic, and the families ruled that the 
union of Dorothy and Richard was simply impossible. Inevitably, 
the young couple disagreed – and made plans to elope and marry 
in secret. But word got back to Dorothy’s 
brothers, who decided to take matters 
into their own hands. They ambushed 
Richard and two of his friends, and killed 
them. Dorothy was completely distraught 
and went to live in a convent – where she 
starved herself to death.

The story speaks to the tragedy of the 
Reformation fallout and the long years 
when Christians from one side of the fence 
felt they could not fraternise with those 
from across the divide. And as to whether 
it’s true: who knows? But more recently, 
several centuries on, three skeletons were 
discovered outside the moat. 

A few years later another daughter of the house, Jane Southworth, 
was accused of witchcraft along with two other women; the court 
case rocked the north of England, and eventually they were 
acquitted. 

But the best-known story from this house centres on one of its sons 
who became a priest and then a saint, John Southworth. During 
the years of Catholic persecution he studied for the priesthood 
at the English seminary at Douai in France. He then returned to 
England but was arrested and executed in 1654 – many years 
later, in 1930, his body was brought to Westminster Cathedral 
in London, where it lies in a side chapel. He is numbered among 
the English Martyrs, whose feast day is celebrated this week, on 
Tuesday 4 May.

Samlesbury, the stunning half-timbered Lancashire mansion that was 
home to the Southworth family, dates back to 1325 and was originally 
the abode of the de Samlesburys, and later through marriage became 
the property of the Southworths. Although it seems hard to believe now, 
it fell into disrepair in the early years of the twentieth century and by 
1920 had been earmarked for demolition. It was saved after six local 
business leaders stepped in and raised the cash to buy it – £1,500 – and 
set up a trust to preserve and run it.

Today it’s a fun place for a family day out – as well as the house oozing all that history, and 
gardens including a rose garden and woodland walks, there’s a small animal farm with 
goats, sheep, rabbits, guinea pigs, pigs and hens. Children will also enjoy the adventure 
playground, which echoes another family story: there were Southworths on board the 
Mayflower when it sailed to America in 1620, and for that reason the play area has a 
nautical flavour. 

If you’ve time while visiting Samlesbury, it’s worth popping in to see the church of St 
Walburge’s in nearby Preston. It’s a Grade 1 listed Catholic church in French Gothic style, 
and its spire, at 309 feet, is the tallest of any parish church in England. Completed in 1873, 
it was designed and built to celebrate the end of the years of Catholic persecution, and is 
a lasting reminder of the hardships and suffering those years of persecution and division 
delivered, not only for the institutions but for the lives of many individuals.

For more information, or to plan a visit, see samlesburyhall.co.uk
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SUNDAY PLUS
2 May 2021

Home is where 
the heart is
by Emerald 
O’Hanrahan

Home is where the heart is. 
It took me a long time to feel 

secure and “at home”. I’ve struggled 
a lot with anxiety – still struggle, 
really. 

When I was a teenager, I went 
through a period of not really 
having a home, but flitting 
between several different friends’ 
and relatives’ homes. I was always 
carrying four plastic bags of stuff, 
trying to work out where I could 
stay next. 

Now, I’m incredibly blessed. My 
husband and I live in a beautiful 
home, safe and secure. But really, 
I always had family and friends I 
could stay with. I was never going 

to be properly homeless – but I 
still couldn’t feel safe or secure. 
My “home” within me was missing 
while I was separating myself from 
God. Through coming home to my 
faith, meditation and prayer, I was 
able to finally rest in myself, in God 
within me, and to recognise that as 
God had made a home in me, I was 
home. 

Emerald O’Hanrahan is best-known for 
playing Emma Grundy in the BBC series 
The Archers.

Lord of life, lead us to 
an ever greater love and 
respect for all that you 
have created.  Amen.

“Humanity still has 
the ability to work 
together in building 
our common home. As 
Christians inspired by 
this certainty, we wish 
to commit ourselves 
to the conscious and 
responsible care of our 
common home.”

Pope Francis

Home sweet home

Today:
Acts 9:26-31
1 John 3:18-24
John 15:1-8

Tuesday:
Acts 14:19-28
John 14:27-31

Wednesday:
Acts 15:1-6
John 15:1-8

Friday:
Acts 15:22-31
John 15:12-17

Saturday:
Acts 16:1-10
John 15:18-21

Next Sunday:
Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48
1 John 4:7-10
John 15:9-17

Monday:
1 Corinthians 15:1-8
John 14:6-14

5th Sunday of Easter • Divine Office Week I • Year B

Remembering 
lockdown
by Michael George

A privilege of working as a teacher 
during the Covid-19 lockdown 
was being invited into students’ 
homes through the virtual 
means of online teaching.  It was 
a new experience for teachers 
and students alike; it took a little 
getting used to but soon became 
almost second-nature.

It was a privilege to be invited 
into a family’s private and 
personal space – a dwelling place 
where, I pray, the children felt that 
they belonged, and felt loved, 
safe, secure and happy.  For forty-
five minutes at a time, families 
trusted me to enter that sense of 
home they had established.

By inviting, “Make your home 

Thursday:
Acts 15:7-21
John 15:9-11

in me,” Jesus invites an encounter 
with a real presence, not a virtual 
one.  He invites each of us to make 
our home within him, and find 
within him belonging, love, safety, 
security and happiness – and not 
for a time-limited period like forty-
five minutes, but for all eternity.

After many years as a teacher, Michael 
George now works as a lay school 
chaplain.

Paul the apostle

Zvonimir Atletic / Shutterstock.com

back north, the churches can breathe 
easily again.

That need to overcome any suspicions 
about his authenticity makes Paul an 
energetic preacher, a tireless traveller, 
a fierce debater. He is a great example 
of authentic humanity: he is sensitive, 
impulsive, obstinate, moody, thoughtful, 
demanding, driven, caring. His idealism is 
tempered by his sense of realism and his 
own struggle always serves to educate his 
spirituality.

The poet Robert Frost could have been 
speaking about Paul when he wrote:

And were an epitaph to be my story
I’d have a short one ready for my own.
I would have written of me on my stone:
I had a lover’s quarrel with the world.

Fr Denis McBride’s many books, CDs and DVDs 
are available from Redemptorist Publications, 
www.rpbooks.co.uk.

Paul escapes to Jerusalem where he 
tries to join the disciples, but he is in 
for a rude awakening. The disciples 

are all afraid of Paul; they simply cannot 
believe that he has really changed. Given 
Paul’s punishing track record, the disciples’ 
suspicion seems all too reasonable. By his 
own admission, Paul had signed the death 
warrants of Jerusalem Christians; now he 
seems to expect ready admission into their 
inner circle. 

We are not told if the apostles are 
impressed: only that Paul begins preaching 
in the city. He does the same favour for 
Jerusalem that he did for Damascus – he 
causes a riot and turns his hearers into 
willing assassins. Another deadly response, 
another security operation, another 
emergency exit. And when he is gone, Luke 
tells us, the churches in the region are now 
left in peace. With the dynamite shipped 

by Fr Denis McBride C.Ss.R.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
for he has worked wonders;
in the sight of the nations 
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery  
 within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in  
 Holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much  
 fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 9:26-31

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to 
join the disciples, but they were all afraid 
of him: they could not believe he was really 
a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge 
of him, introduced him to the apostles, and 
explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul 
and spoken to him on his journey, and how he 
had preached boldly at Damascus in the name 
of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with 
them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in 
the name of the Lord. But after he had spoken 
to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they 
became determined to kill him. When the 
brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea and 
sent him off from there to Tarsus.
 The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee 
and Samaria were now left in peace, building 
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and 
filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 21

Response:
You, Lord, are my praise in the great  
   assembly.
or
Alleluia!

1.  My vows I will pay before those who fear  
   him.
  The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
  They shall praise the Lord, those who  
   seek him.
  May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)

2.  All the earth shall remember and return  
   to the Lord,
  all families of the nations worship before  
   him.
  They shall worship him, all the mighty of  
   the earth;
  before him shall bow all who go down to  
   the dust. (R.)

3.  And my soul shall live for him, my   
   children serve him.
  They shall tell of the Lord to generations  
   yet to come,
  declare his faithfulness to peoples yet  
   unborn:
  “These things the Lord has done.” (R.)

SECOND READING  1 John 3:18-24

A reading from the first letter of St John.

My children,
our love is not to be just words or mere talk,
but something real and active;
only by this can we be certain
that we are the children of the truth
and be able to quieten our conscience in his  
 presence,
whatever accusations it may raise against us,
because God is greater than our conscience  
 and he knows everything.
My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our  
 conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him,
we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus  
 Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Make your home in me, as I make mine in  
 you.
Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  John 15:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John.

Jesus said to his disciples:

“I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that bears no fruit
he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he  
 prunes
to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already,

by means of the word that I have spoken  
 to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in  
 you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the vine,
neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine,
you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty;
for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
is like a branch that has been thrown away
– he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on  
 the fire,
and they are burnt.
If you remain in me
and my words remain in you,
you may ask what you will
and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you  
 should bear much fruit,
and then you will be my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
 Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
 and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who by the wonderful exchange  
 effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme  
 Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
I am the true vine and you are the branches, 
 says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears  
 fruit in plenty, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we  
 pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with  
 heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

2 May 2021 Year B • Psalter Week 1 Fifth Sunday of Easter

SAY
Whoever remains in me... 
bears fruit in plenty.
(John 15:5)
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The image of the vine or vineyard is used in 
the Hebrew scriptures as a symbol for the 
people of Israel.

The life principle of the creature is in the 
blood (Leviticus 17:14).

Jesus “shedding his blood” really means 
that Jesus “gave his life” for us.
 

LEARN

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus describes himself as the true vine for his 
disciples. The one tending the vine is the Father. The plant is not decorative: its 
purpose is to produce fruit and for this to happen a certain amount of pruning 
has to take place. 

The instrument for this task is the word which the disciples whom Jesus is addressing 
have accepted and are therefore already cleansed or pruned and in a fit condition to be 
productive. But, as with any growing plant, care has to be taken that this healthy state 
is maintained, so “remaining” (or “abiding”) in Jesus is vital. The image of the vine is 
especially appropriate, as it suggests the intimate flow of life from the trunk into the 
branches: if this communication is interrupted or impeded, the branch will wither and lose 
its reason for being part of the plant. If the disciples remain in Jesus and his words remain 
in them, then the positive result is that whatever they ask, the Father will grant. 

This passage warns against any sense of complacency: the image of the living vine 
suggests more than a passive attitude towards Jesus, that being his disciple is proved by 
bearing much fruit, which will redound to the glory of the Father, another strong theme 
in the Fourth Gospel. It is the word of Jesus which gives life to the disciple, and it is the 
mutual love of the disciples which will reveal them as disciples of Jesus, to the glory of the 
Father. n 

There is no scene in John’s Gospel 
of the institution of the Eucharist 
at the Last Supper. The Eucharistic 

text is usually identified as the feeding 
of the crowd of five thousand, which 
only concerns the bread. Some scholars 
suggest that the passage on Jesus as the 
true vine provides the teaching on the 
Eucharistic wine. Whatever the merits of 
such arguments, there is an interesting 
lesson in the idea of communicating life.

The importance of the branch being 
properly joined to the trunk is 

unquestionable: the stem is the source of 
the branch’s life. In the New Testament 
tradition of the institution of the 
Eucharist, Jesus speaks about “the cup of 
my blood”. In biblical thought, the blood 
is where the life principle of a person or 
animal is to be found. When we speak 
of Jesus “shedding his blood” on the 
cross, we really mean that Jesus “gave 
his life”: the sacramentally consecrated 
wine is a very powerful way in which 
the risen Jesus communicates his life 
to his disciples and makes sense, if we 
think about it in the context of the vine 

providing life-giving nourishment to the 
branches: this enables them to bear the 
grapes, which then produce wine.

One of the most important reforms of 
the Second Vatican Council was the 
restoring of the chalice to the laity: as 
Jesus commanded, “drink of it, all of 
you”. Perhaps we might reflect that it is 
one way in which the Lord communicates 
his life to us. n 

REFLECT

Buy a bunch of grapes. Take some time at 
home to contemplate them in the context 
of Jesus’ teaching about the vine and the 
branches. Then enjoy them!

DO

A GARDENING 
LESSON
 (JOHN 15:1-8)



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
for he has worked wonders;
in the sight of the nations 
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in Holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING  Acts 9:26-31
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they 
were all afraid of him: they could not believe he was really a disciple. 
Barnabas, however, took charge of him, introduced him to the 
apostles, and explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul and 
spoken to him on his journey, and how he had preached boldly at 
Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with 
them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord. 
But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them, 
they became determined to kill him. When the brothers knew, they 
took him to Caesarea, and sent him off from there to Tarsus.

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were 
now left in peace, building themselves up, living in the fear of the 
Lord, and filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM  Psalm 21

RESPONSE:  You, Lord, are my praise in the great assembly.
Or Alleluia! 
1.  My vows I will pay before those who fear him.

The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! R.

2.  All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. R.

3.  And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
“These things the Lord has done.” R.

SECOND READING 1 John 3:18-24
A reading from the first letter of St John.
My children,
our love is not to be just words or mere talk,
but something real and active;
only by this can we be certain
that we are the children of the truth
and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence,
whatever accusations it may raise against us,
because God is greater than our conscience and he knows 
  everything.
My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him, 
we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.

His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty.
Alleluia! 

                     
GOSPEL  John 15:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Jesus said to his disciples:

“I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that bears no fruit 
he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes
to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already,
by means of the word that I have spoken to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the vine,
neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine, 
you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty;
for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
is like a branch that has been thrown away
 – he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire,
and they are burnt.
If you remain in me 
and my words remain in you,
you may ask what you will 
and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit,
and then you will be my disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, 

alleluia.
           
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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2 MAY 2021 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
for he has worked wonders;
in the sight of the nations 
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

All make the Sign of the Cross as the priest 
says:
Priest In the name of the Father, and of the  
     Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People Amen.
The priest greets the people in one of these 
ways:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And with your spirit.

or
Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
And with your spirit.

or
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Penitential Act
One of the following acts of penance is 
now made:
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have 

failed to do,
(all strike their breast and say:) 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault;

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

or
Have mercy on us, O Lord.
For we have sinned against you.

Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
And grant us your salvation.

or
Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.
Lord, have mercy.  Kyrie, eleison.
Christ, have mercy. or Christe, eleison.
Christ, have mercy.  Christe, eleison.
Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.
Lord, have mercy.  Kyrie, eleison.

After the absolution all respond: Amen.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

 have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world,

receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

The Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery 

within us,
that those you were pleased to make new 

in Holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much 

fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal… Amen.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

The priest gives praise to God and all 
acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

After the Consecration we acclaim the 
mystery of faith:
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

or
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

or
Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

At the end of the Eucharistic Prayer: 
Amen.

The Communion Rite

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass 

against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Deliver us…
For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

Behold the Lamb of God…
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon
I am the true vine and you are the 

branches, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, 

bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we 

pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with 

heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of 

life…
Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

At the end of Mass the people respond:
Thanks be to God.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading Acts 9:26-31 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Barnabas explained how the Lord had 
appeared to Saul on his journey.
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to 
join the disciples, but they were all afraid 
of him: they could not believe he was really 
a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge 
of him, introduced him to the apostles, and 
explained how the Lord had appeared to 
Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and 
how he had preached boldly at Damascus 
in the name of Jesus. Saul now started to 
go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching 
fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But after 
he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued 
with them, they became determined to kill 
him. When the brothers knew, they took him 
to Caesarea, and sent him off from there to 
Tarsus.
  The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee 
and Samaria were now left in peace, 
building themselves up, living in the fear of 
the Lord, and filled with the consolation of 
the Holy Spirit.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 21

R. You, Lord, are my praise in the great    
   assembly.

or 
Alleluia!

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear 
him.

 The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
 They shall praise the Lord, those who 

seek him.
 May their hearts live for ever and ever! R.

2. All the earth shall remember and return 
to the Lord,

 all families of the nations worship before 
him.

 They shall worship him, all the mighty of 
the earth;

 before him shall bow all who go down to 
the dust. R.

3. And my soul shall live for him, my 
children serve him.

 They shall tell of the Lord to generations 
yet to come,

 declare his faithfulness to peoples yet 
unborn:

 “These things the Lord has done.” R.

Second Reading 1 John 3:18-24
A reading from the first letter of St John.
His commandments are these: that we 
believe in his Son and that we love one 
another.
My children,
our love is not to be just words or mere talk,
but something real and active;
only by this can we be certain
that we are the children of the truth
and be able to quieten our conscience in 

his presence,
whatever accusations it may raise against 

us,
because God is greater than our 

conscience and he knows everything.
My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our own 

conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him, 
we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Make your home in me, as I make mine 

in you.
Whoever remains in me bears fruit in 

plenty.
Alleluia!

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel John 15:1-8
Whoever remains in me, with me in him, 
bears fruit in plenty.
Jesus said to his disciples:

“I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that bears no fruit he 

cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he 

prunes
to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already,
by means of the word that I have spoken 

to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in 

you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the vine,
neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine, 
you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty;
for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
is like a branch that has been thrown away
 – he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown 

on the fire,
and they are burnt.
If you remain in me 
and my words remain in you,
you may ask what you will 
and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you should 

bear much fruit,
and then you will be my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Homily

The Profession of Faith
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
(all bow during the next two lines:)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the 

dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

The bidding prayers now follow:
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
If the prayers of blessing are said aloud the 
people acclaim each time: 
Blessed be God for ever.

Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters)…
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 

your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good
and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer over the Offerings
O God, who by the wonderful exchange 

effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme 

Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life…
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
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